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been quoted, for the poem plunges into erotic mysticism: "But
thou which hast made separation of my bed and did put thy
false lovers in my place and committed fornication with them;
yet for all this thou mayest come unto me again ,.. O poor soul!
to be where thy sin hath put thee; even upon the highways,
where thou didst wait and tarried for to beguile them that came
by ... Therefore, having fulfilled thy pleasure, thou hast in-
fected with fornication all the earth which was about thee/

It was in the year of this translation that Elizabeth's studies
were linked with the Cambridge group of humanists. In July, -
John Cheke had been summoned from Cambridge to help
Prince Edward's first tutor, Richard Cos; and on his advice, a
couple of months or so later, Ascham's pupil, William Grindall,
was brought to Court and appointed tutor to Elizabeth. He was
an excellent Greek scholar and a lovable man. Which to admire
more, the ability of the pupil or the diligence of the teacher,
Ascham did not know. For rather more than three years he
directed Elizabeth's studies in Greek and Latin, but in January
1548 caught the plague and died, a young man of great promise.

At the time of GrindaU's death Elizabeth's home was with
Henry VIII's widow, Catherine Parr. Both Catherine and her
new husband were anxious to have someone else to succeed
Grindall, but Elizabeth wanted Ascham, whom she had come
to know through Grindall, and with whom she had corre-
sponded, writing in the language of scholars, Latin. It says
much for her independence of spirit that, with the aid of
Ascham's own wire-pulling, she got her way. The choice was
a happy one, though Ascham did not long retain his post,
resigning it at the end of 1549 or early in the new year owing
to a quarrel with some members of the household. Tradition
has made him Elizabeth's tutor par excellence-, rightly so, for
even before his appointment he had been counsellor to Grindall
In his teaching, and after resigning the tutorship he remained
connected with Elizabeth's studies until his death. He helped
to form that beautiful, characteristic Italian hand which she
wrote on all special occasions. In his book The Schoolmaster and
in his letters, published shortly after his death, he left posterity